Greetings from Cleveland! Jason and I are so excited to see each of you in Cleveland, OH August 9-11, 2019! Cleveland is a beautiful city filled with countless & affordable tourist attractions. We are anticipating this to be one of our most fun-filled, memorable reunions to date. Bring your kids, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles and cousins and do not let them miss this opportunity to fellowship with family. 
We'll be experiencing warm hospitality downtown Cleveland at the Cleveland Marriott Downtown at Key Tower. The hotel provides easy access to MANY exciting attractions in downtown Cleveland. 
	Hotel Booking Info:
Cleveland Marriott Downtown at Key Tower

1360 W Mall Dr.
Cleveland, OH 44114

Phone: 1-216-696-9200
Please mention: DEKT Family Reunion 
Hotel Room Rates:
· Double Room - $179/nt.
· King Room - $179/nt.
At the time of reservation, you must provide a credit card number or at least one night's deposit.

	



Parking:
Self-Parking: 
Monday 8am thru Friday 5pm
1 1⁄2 to 12 Hours $15.00
12 to 24 Hours (no in and out privileges) $22.00
Friday 5pm-Monday 8am
$8 per day
Valet Parking:
$35.00 per day
We not only want you there, we NEED you there! In order for us to plan and coordinate the best reunion experience possible, we need to develop an accurate head count. Please help us by reserving your room and paying your reunion dues ASAP.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Also arrangements for a Charter bus have been made for any family interested in spending a half day at Cedar Point, the roller coaster capital of the world, Thursday, August 8. Please email Brittany direct at bbingham0984@gmail.com to reserve a bus seat, discount ticket pricing, and any other questions.


Fast Facts about Cleveland: 

1. The city of Cleveland was founded in 1796 by General Moses Cleaveland. Note the spelling: the 'a' in the city name was dropped in 1830. According to legend, the change occurred as a result of a newspaper typo so the name would fit in a headline. Unfortunately for General Moses, it stuck.

2. James A. Garfield, the 20th U.S. president who held the second-shortest term in American history, was born near Cleveland in 1831. Garfield, elected less than 20 years after the close of the Civil War, was a staunch anti-slavery Unionist. He was assassinated less than four months after his inauguration by a man upset he was not appointed to Garfield's administration.

3. Cleveland is located near Oberlin College, the first U.S. university to admit students regardless of race, sex, creed or color. The first women to receive college diplomas in America graduated from Oberlin in 1841. By 1900, one-third of all black professionals in the country held degrees from Oberlin. Today, Cleveland is home to 117 ethnicities.

4. You can thank Cleveland the next time you shop at your local mall. The Arcade, the nation's first indoor shopping center, opened in the city in 1890. Costing a staggering $850,000 (about $24 million today) to build, the center was financed by many big-shot businessmen, including Cleveland native John D. Rockefeller. The Arcade is still open today and is listed on National Register of Historic Places.

5. Cleveland motorists were 'auto'matically pleased in 1914, when the world's first electric traffic signalwas installed at the corner of Euclid Avenue and 105th Street. Based on a design by James Hoge, the signal consisted of four pairs of red and green stop-go lights that were manually operated in a control booth.

6. Playhouse Square in downtown Cleveland is the second-largest performing arts center in the country, eclipsed only by Lincoln Center in New York. The Square's original five venues were built over the course of only 19 months in the 1920s. The theaters fell into disrepair in the 1960s, but were saved due to a massive restoration project in 80s and 90s. Be sure to check out Washington Week live at the Square's Hanna Theater on Friday, before the RNC begins.

7. It's a bird… it's a plane… it's Superman! The legendary comic book hero was first drawn up in 1933 by Clevelanders Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster. The two met in high school and the original idea was born when they were still both teenagers. Siegel and Shuster sold the Superman rights to DC Comics for $130 in 1938, but did not receive royalties or benefits from the character until after a 1975 lawsuit.

8. The last time the RNC was held in Cleveland was in 1936, in the midst of the Great Depression. Delegates convened to nominate Kansas Governor Alf Landon for President and Frank Knox of Illinois for Vice President. Landon, a liberal Republican, supported some New Deal programs, but was ultimately beat out by FDR by more than ten million votes in the general election. Oddly enough, Roosevelt was nominated at the DNC in Philadelphia, the site of this year's Democratic convention as well.

10. Also in 1936, Clevelander Jesse Owens took the world by storm as he became the first American track-and-fielder to win four gold medals in a single Olympiad. He defied convention as an African American attending the Olympic Games in Nazi Germany, single-handedly tackling Hitler's Aryan myth.
11. Cleveland is widely credited as the home of rock and roll. Local disc jockey Alan Freedcoined the term in 1952 to describe the more up-tempo black blues music he played on Cleveland radio station WJW. Freed also organized what is believed to be the first rock and roll concert: the Moondog Coronation Ball. The city now houses the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, erected in 1983.
12. In 1967, Cleveland became the first-ever major U.S. city to elect an African American mayor, Carl B. Stokes. Stokes, the great-grandson of a slave, beat out Seth C. Taft, the grandson of a president, to win the mayoral seat. His term was characterized by unity and relative calm in the midst of the social and racial strife of the 60s and early 70s.
13. For over a century, Cleveland's Cuyahoga Riverwas one of the most polluted rivers in the U.S. The river has notoriously caught fire 13 times, the first occurring in 1868. The most fatal fire was in 1912, with five deaths recorded. The most potent was in 1952, causing over $1.3 million in damages to the city. It was the 1969 river fire that is the most well known, though, as it inspired Congress to pass the National Environment Protection Act. A river fire has not occurred since.

14. This year's RNC will be held at the Quicken Loans Arena, known to locals as 'The Q'. The 20,562-seat arena opened in 1994 with Billy Joel as the grand opening performer. The arena is most known as the home to basketball's Cavaliers. After LeBron James led the team to its first Finals appearance in 2007, the arena sold out 38 times in the 2008-2009 season, setting a national attendance record.

15. Cleveland sports fans were shocked and saddened when Cleveland Browns owner Art Modell announced he was moving the team to Baltimore in 1996. The NFL vowed to bring a new team to the city with the same name, logo, colors and history; this didn't happen until 1999. Unfortunately, the Browns' bad luck didn't stop there as they became one of the worst teams in the NFL, garnering 11 seasons with double-digit losses.

16. For years, Cleveland was a city in decline. But it seems the city has finally hit its stride: Cleveland was listed in The New York Times as one of "52 Places to Go in 2015" as a center of art, culture and -- of course -- basketball. LeBron James led the city to an NBA championship this year, ending a 52-year championship drought. We can only hope the RNC has as much success.

